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• Scope of the tanks universe
• 2.2 million underground storage tanks
• 800,000 facilities
• 550,000 leaking underground storage 

tank cleanups
• Up to 6 Billion gallons of fuel is stored 

in USTs daily
• Potential impact

• Ground water contamination principal 
concern, also petroleum vapor 
intrusion

• Extreme weather conditions can 
increase the extent of contamination, 
spatially and temporally

UST Facilities

Background



• Unlike many EPA regulatory programs, UST and LUST 
programs are state delegated

• Prior to UST Finder the EPA didn’t know where their 
regulated universe was located



UST Databases: 50
States & D.C. 
-Installation Date
-Removal Date
-Status 
(open/closed/temp)
-Double/single walled
-Facility ID

Compartment Database
-UST Capacity
-Fuel Type

Facility Databases : 50 
State & D.C.
-Coordinates
-Count of 
open/closed/temp USTs

LUST Databases: 50
states & D.C.
-Coordinates
-Release Date
-NFA or Active
-Substance Released

National Database

UST Finder Database Structure



US Leaking Underground Storage Tanks



Proximity to Private Water Resource

COUNT OF PRIVATE DOMESTIC WELLS WITHIN 1500 FT OF 
ACTIVE LUSTS —BY STATE

ND

• Estimated 250,000 
private domestic wells 
within 1,500 feet of all 
active UST releases
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Underground Storage Tank Facilities 
within Source Water Protection Areas

Source water protection 
area (surface water)

Source water protection 
area (groundwater)

Both

• 210k active USTs are within a 
source water protection area

• 64k USTs within surface water 
protection areas

• 163k USTs within groundwater 
protection areas



COUNT OF OPEN USTs  WITHIN EPA ESTIMATED 100 YR 
FLOODPLAIN—BY STATE

• ~33,000 USTs within FEMA’s estimated 100 
yr. floodplain

• Totaling a potential of 250 million gallons of 
fuel/hazardous substance

• With an average UST age of 25 years

“There’s a gas station here, and his tanks are 
floating down the river”

Proximity to Floodplains



Impacts post Hurricane Harvey

• Approx. 500 UST Facilities 
and 1,200 USTs were 
inundated

• Up to 15.4 millions of 
gallons of fuel/hazardous 
substance were inundated



https://gispub.epa.gov/ustfinder
UST Finder Demo

https://gispub.epa.gov/ustfinder

	UST Finder: EPA's National Map of Underground Storage Tanks and Releases
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10

