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According to the US Department of Labor, 
the need for people who understand 
geospatial technology and can apply it is 
expanding. The skills now required range 
from software proficiency to programming 
and data management and analysis. This 
demand will continue as geospatial technol-
ogy is applied to an increasing number of 
industries and disciplines, from emergency 
management and public health to business, 
transportation, and urban planning. 
 This has led to a substantial increase in 
Master of Geographic Information Systems 
programs since 2000 that provide a pro-
fessional education and include general 

Master a Career 
in a Growing Field

In August 2022, the University of Redlands welcomed Cohort 42 to the Department of 
Geographic Information Science, marking the program’s twentieth year offering personalized 
GIS graduate education. Since its inception, more than 450 GIS professionals have graduated 
from the program and are pursuing careers in consulting firms, health care, nonprofit 
organizations, local governments, businesses, and other fields. 

business and management skills as well 
as technology-specific knowledge and 
software skills. A master’s degree in GIS 
provides the expertise in geospatial tech-
nology and management to succeed in the 
public or private sectors. 
 The University of Redlands Department 
of Geographic Information Science offers 
two graduate degrees: a master of sci-
ence in geographic information systems 
(MS GIS) and a master of GIS (MGIS). Each 
year, two cohorts of students are enrolled. 
The program has four full-time faculty and 
adjunct faculty from the Center for Spatial 
Studies and Esri.

 The MS GIS degree is designed for 
professionals and recent undergraduates 
who want to enhance their knowledge 
of the analysis, management, and com-
munication of geographic information. It 
is available as a one-year program that 
includes 10 months of coursework and the 
completion of a major individual project 
that addresses the needs of a real-world 
client. The two-year program consists of six 
14-week semesters that include summer at-
tendance. Graduates from either program 
will gain an in-depth understanding of ge-
ographic information systems and theory 
and develop strong technical skills. 
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Education

Esri instructor-led training classes are designed to help students obtain 
the specific knowledge and skills required to achieve the learning 
outcomes that are important to organizations and the individuals who 
attend these classes.

In 2021, Esri developed and released preclass and postclass assessments to help iden-
tify learning goals and measure to what extent they were achieved during the course. 
Optional and online, these assessments are designed to work together. They supple-
ment instructor-led class readiness assessments, which determine if a course is appro-
priate for a potential student based on the prerequisite knowledge and skills defined 
for the course. Together, these assessments help ensure student success. 
 All three assessments are now found in a single location: on the My Assessments 
page under the My Academy section. This section has all available assessments as well 
as the results for assessments that have been taken. 
 It's also the place to review recommendations to materials that reinforce under-
standing of course content or take readiness assessments for any instructor-led cours-
es listed, with or without registration in that class. Readiness assessments are also a 
convenient way to identify e-Learning resources to use in generating learning plans 
tailored to individual needs. The My Assessments page is a great way to grow an 
ArcGIS skill set, measure progress, and achieve GIS-related goals.

Optimize GIS Education Results

 The MGIS degree is an accelerated pro-
gram for professionals who want to deepen 
their knowledge of the analysis, manage-
ment, and communication of geographic 
information. The in-person program 
consists of 8 months of coursework and a 
400-hour internship. Coursework for the 
online program spans 20 months and in-
cludes a 400-hour internship.
 Both master’s degree programs include 
six Esri training courses covering the use of 
ArcGIS Pro, ArcGIS WebApp Builder, and 
ArcGIS Enterprise and include topics such 
as geoprocessing scripting, managing 
geodatabases, and sharing GIS content. 
Students also have unlimited access to Esri 
online training classes.
 Blythe Spendlove, who graduated with 
an MS GIS degree in 2018, is a business 
systems analyst for the Southern California 
Gas Company. While completing her 
bachelor’s degree, she took an introduc-
tory GIS course and fell in love with the 
discipline. When she was considering pur-
suing a master’s degree, she realized that 
GIS could be a smart career move if she 
found the right school. 

 “I didn’t want to go to a school that 
just taught students how to use GIS pro-
grams,” she said. “I already knew that. I 
wanted to dive deeper into the science of 
GIS. Ultimately, I chose the University of 
Redlands because I felt it would give me 
the best education.”
 Her coursework, which included GIS 
programming, remote sensing, projections, 
and project and database management, 
provided her with a solid foundation that 
has allowed her to excel in the field. 

To learn more details 
about the MS GIS and 
MGIS degree programs, 
visit the Department of 
Geographic Information 
Science website 
(https://bit.ly/3dxWtsB), 
email gis@redlands.edu, 
or call 909-748-8128.


